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THE DEFENSE VERY LOW ALTITUDE NETWORK (RTBA) 
 
The RTBA is composed of a number of restricted areas that are linked and used for high-
speed training at very low altitude. 
The speed of combat aircraft manoeuvring in the RTBA may exceed 500 Kt (~900 km/h). 
When activated, the basic Airbone collision avoidance rule “See and Avoid” can not be  
applied by military ACFT in the RTBA network. 
 

The lateral and vertical limits of the respective areas (later on refered as sections) are 
defined in AIP Aeronautical Information Publication section ENR 5.1; information about 
prohibited areas, restricted areas and danger areas are provided by the “SIA” Aeronautical 
Information Service : http://www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr/, also in the “Complément aux 
cartes aéronautiques” issued in the VFR Folder edited by the SIA. 
 

Areas of the RTBA may be activated under any meteorological condition and must be 
avoided during activation time slots. 
 
 

PUBLICATION OF THE VERY LOW ALTITUDE AREAS NETWORK ACTIVITY 
 
The actual time slots of the very low altitude network are issued by NOTAM the day before 
the day of activity. 
 
Furthermore, the French Aeronautical Information Service (SIA) provides to air users a 
graphic view of the active sections for the day with time slot on the SIA website under 
“preflight briefing”, “AZBA charts” (as shown here below). 
 

 



Charts display is available few hours after the NOTAM issuing. 
 
For each specific time slot, a chart in PDF format is available (as shown here below) and a 
message summarizing activity of the day of the very low altitude areas is displayed attached 
to each chart. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Click on the time slot to display 
the desired chart as well as the 

activation time slots of all  
AZBA charts 



   



AZBA CHARTS UNAVAILABILITY 
 
If, for technical problems, the charts cannot be displayed, pilot shall consult NOTAM. 
 

 
 

ACTIVITY OUTSIDE PUBLISHED TIME SLOTS 
 
For specific defense exercises, notified by NOTAM or AIP SUP, some areas re-using 
the airspace of RTBA sections at non standard timeslots, may be created. 
 
Therefore, in order to know the availability of the RTBA airspace, the study of AZBA 
NOTAMs and AZBA charts shall be completed by the reading of NOTAM and AIP SUP 
published elsewhere. 
 
So consulting “AZBA” NOTAM and “AZBA” charts doesn’t exempt any air user to consult 
NOTAM and AIP SUP published, as this is the basic way to thoroughly prepare their flights. 
 
 
 
 


